Photography Class Syllabus

DESCRIPTION:

This course is designed for beginners who would like to learn about the basics of photography with a DSLR, or have some understanding of it, but need to fill in some major gaps.  The only requirements for this class are a camera of some type and the willingness to learn. Beyond that, one doesn’t need a specific brand name of camera or specialized equipment, although a DSLR (or even film SLR) is highly recommended. Manual or other functions are available on some more advanced point-and-shoot cameras, but you will be often be hunting through menus while those with DSLRS will find the functions in question in plain and easy sight. Overall, however, this class operates on the assumption that photography is actually not at all difficult to learn, but the problem is rather that most people never get the chance to have it explained it to them in a clear and easy, yet organized way. 

By the end of the course, you will be have been exposed to all aspects of photography in their basic forms, and will possess the foundations upon which to build a far deeper understanding of the photographic arts or specific techniques on your own. The cost of the entire course is 175,000 won for four consecutive 3+ hour sessions. Registration is considered complete (and a spot reserved) only after payment for the class is received. Also, for the outdoors shooting session, all previous attendees of the class are welcome to meet present class members in Hongdae, both as a way of staying in touch while providing our newer members with even more people to learn from. Not only do I want to have a class in which to talk photographic shop, but build an small network of interested photo class “alumni” who can both shoot and critique photographs together. 

Let’s go learn how to make better pictures!

SESSION 1: JUST THE BASICS

We will deal with the basic operations and functions of your DSLR, explaining each button, function, and doo-hickey. Most of the session is going to center on the relationship between aperture and shutter, as well as depth-of-field. Basically, most of the basics of learning  your camera have something to do with this relationship.

HOMEWORK: Open a Flickr account. Go through the recommended online tutorial.                                                        Then, go shoot and play with the different settings, and submitting several examples of different types of shots to all members.

SESSION 2: COMPOSITION AND SHOOTING (SHOOTING SESSION #1) 

For 1.5 hours, will take examples from your homework and look at them together, which will be a good sounding board for concrete questions about the stuff we learned during the previous week. Then we'll talk about composition, movement and shutter speeds, a discussion about lens lengths, as well as the utility of other accessories. Then, for the next 2 hours, we will go out and shoot simple subjects on the streets of Hongdae, which is very near our studio.

HOMEWORK: Upload the pictures taken during this week’s Shooting Session to your Flickr account, while preparing a topic for the photo essay. 

 

SESSION  3: FLASHES AND ADVANCED EXPOSURE (SHOOTING SESSION #2)

For the first 1.5 hours of the session, we will deal with flash, and other exposure modes/adjustments, especially exposure and flash bracketing, questions about high-dynamic range (HDR) photography, and how to shoot in manual, especially in a studio.  For the final 1.5 hours of studio shooting, there will be a model present. For this introduction to studio photography, students from previous classes are also welcome to attend. 

HOMEWORK: Continue working on the photo essay, upload and exchange pics from that day's studio session to Flickr, especially for the benefit of the model.

SESSION 4: PHOTO ESSAY PRESENTATION, DISCUSSION, AND WRAPUP QUESTIONS

By this time, there will be lots to discuss, especially in terms of the final photo essay, which will be presented here. By the end of this session, students will have tried their hands at both street and studio photography, and will have completed a finished photo essay. For the final part of this session, we’ll take a trip over to Chungmuro to take a look at photo stores, printing and finishing houses, and other service places that I highly recommend. Then, we’ll have a final farewell dinner in Myeongdong. 

